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T he very best thing about Alpha is that the 
worst road in the whole universe is right 
outside our office. If you thought Alpha was 
produced from a space station, or a tower filled 

with sports stars and hotties: sorry. As I type this 
slowly into a grubby Apple Mac, multi-ton trucks 
lumber over the “traffic calming measures” outside, 
crashing their gears and wringing the air brakes. 
Normally very annoying, yes. But once, just this once, 
that road is perfect.

SubARu ImPREzA XV
Subaru is keen to ditch the 
Impreza’s reputation as the car 
that drags you off at the lights, 
replacing it with something that looks better suited to 
dropping little Tarquin off for piano lessons. It will retain the 
2L four-cylinder Boxer engine. $30,000

mITSubIShI LAncER AcTIV
Who thinks up these crap names? 
Mitsubishi has recently started 
selling a limited-edition release of 
its handy Lancer runabout. Buyers will get extras such as  
16-inch alloy wheels, a rear spoiler, chrome exhaust tip, a 
leather steering wheel and Bluetooth connectivity. $20,000

AudI A4 2.0 TdIE
If Audi’s new sedan looked 
any more Swedish, it would 
have a blond ’tache and a 
pair of denim cut-offs. The appallingly named car gives its 
no-doubt-smug owners 4.8L of diesel per 100km. Cheap 
running costs come at, erm, a price, though. $50,000 

hOndA VFR1200
The sealed crankcase system  
cuts pumping loss created 
through piston movement and 
air density. The low torque focus makes hill riding a 
pleasure, and the engine-cooling system that diverts heat 
away means you can ride it that little longer. $25,000 

YAmAhA SuPER TEnERE
The liquid-cooled 1199cc two-
cylinder, four-valve, engine goes 
easy on the planet, thanks to an 
improved fuel-injection system and 
three-way catalyser for more efficient combustion. The all-
rounder is at home on the dirt, hills or highway. $20,000

PIAggIO FLY 150cc
Buy this scooter and you’ll get to 
work for far less than your colleagues 
who took the bus – and be far less 
likely to sit next to a pensioner who smells of imminent 
death. Available new for under $3000, the four-stroke-
powered bike is also much cheaper than a Vespa.

3-Rc
If you’re always getting stung for a lift 
from your mate serving a DUI 
suspension, the 3-RC may pique your 
interest. The three-wheeler is called 
“minimalist urban transport”, with emphasis on “minimalist”. 
“Sorry, mate, my ride’s only got one seat. Bus stop’s over there.” 

ShwEEb
Described by someone with a tenuous 
grip on reality as a way to commute in 
the future, the Shweeb is supposedly 
more energy efficient than walking. 
You basically hang upside down in a pod suspended from a 
monorail and pedal. Interested? There’s one in Rotorua, NZ.

PAL-V
After dropping in for  
a “coffee” at one of 
Amsterdam’s cafés, a group of Dutch 
engineers have melded a car, motorcycle and gyrocopter 
into the multi-purpose PAL-V. Expected to be offered to 
Holland’s emergency service by 2012.

CARS

I climb into Subaru’s latest version of the Liberty 
and realise two things: Friday arvo, in peak hour, on 
the crappiest road ever; and peak hour is how most 
people get to really know their cars. 

It’s all very well me going on about triumphant 
fifth-gear changes along empty, coastal dream-roads 
(see pic), but in the real world, not much use. Those 
roads exist in car ads, where the model-bloke glances 
smugly at his model-girlfriend as he speeds along, 
perhaps wondering where all the other vehicles are.

Where they are is here. On this road, 
with its bloody road-humps and the 
bicycle lane nobody uses yet still manages 
to flood everything when it rains. Then  
it starts to rain. The Liberty’s big, spare 
cabin is my cocoon.

Funny how a seat with a steering wheel 
turns into your office, home, protection 
and entertainment centre, the longer you 
sit there. The Liberty eases calmly over 
the humps. I look around my cockpit.  
I turn on the radio. A really happy  
bloke in a helicopter lists several traffic-
accidents. We’re all stuck here forever.

The Liberty is solidly built. The décor 
could be brighter, but the dashboard is 
high and heavy and seems to go on 
forever. The displays are clear and logical. 
Even if I did manage to get up to 40km/h, 
my wandering hands could still find 
everything, no worries. The clock’s at  
the far end of that dashboard, but: I need 
a telescope to tell the time. 

I wonder if this actually is a better  
car for that open road. There’s plenty  
of power grumbling under the bonnet, 
and the reason it’s grumbling is because 
I’m tapping it along 2m at a time.  

There’s a slight turbo-lag that makes 
delicate control in traffic interesting; but 
as soon as there’s clear room, the Liberty 
muscles through with a grateful thrum. 
As the traffic finally eases up, far too close 
to home, the 2.5L engine properly enjoys 
itself. The hunky body crouches and 
settles, flows nicely around sharper 

curves and smooths the bumps out very well. 
In my 90 minutes surrounded by tired, angry 

commuters, I discover a car that’s roomy and 
passenger-friendly, is as safe as anything on the  
road, and whose performance measures up to an 
equivalent Commodore while leaving you several 
thousand bucks better off. With slight reluctance,  
I finally park it.   – Ivan Smith
Liberty 2.5i Sports Lineartronic CVT premium, $43,490.  
Range starts from $33,990

The Subaru Liberty 2.5i is put to the ultimate test:  
peak hour in Sydney. And it’s anything but a grind...

TRAFFIc STOPPER


