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Peugeot 308
Peugeot are hoping this more refi ned 
take on their popular 307 model will 
be a potential Corolla killer. The little 
pug offers improved interior and a 
range of engines co-developed by 

BMW. Its fi ve-star safety package includes a 
lane-departure warning system that alerts the 
driver by vibrating their seat. However, on the 
downside, it’s a rather uninvolving drive. $28,000

Out
Now 

Audi TTS
It’s the TT’s turn to get the sporty 
suffi x. Upgrades include 18-inch 
alloys, body kit, LED running lights 
and a tweaked 200kW (196kW for 
Australia) version of the two-litre 

TFSI engine used in the Golf GTi and Audi S3, 
which punts the TTS to 100km in 5.2secs. Quattro 
drive and lowered magnetic ride suspension are 
also standard. Available late ’08. $90,000

Coming
Soon

Porsche 917/30 Spyder
This golden oldie will be one of the 
biggest draws at the Phillip Island 
Classic race meet this month, and 
with good reason. Billed as the 
world’s most powerful sports car, 

thanks to its 1178kW turbocharged 12-cylinder 
engine, the 1973 CanAm winner could knock off 
0-100km in a gob-smacking 1.9secs. That’ll put 
the Boxter in the shade. $3-5 million

You
Wish

If I ever want a good 
laugh, I “fl oat” the 
idea (as they say in 

meetings) of a second car 
with my partner. I’m still young 
enough to get away with a 
sports car, I muse. I can really 
see myself in something low, 
fast and red.

By this point, my loved 
one has assumed the bleak 
expression of a sailor staring 
out at a stormy sea. We are 
not going to get one, I am told, 
because we need to feed and 
clothe ourselves instead. Not 
even the cheaper one I like 
– that “hairdressers’ 
car”. Right, like 
hairdressers don’t know 
what they’re doing.

In a blind world, 
stricken by compromise, 
it’s no wonder the small 
four-door sedan sells by the 
car park-load. These are the 
cars with poke that allow the 
man of impending middle 
years to live the dream, to 
drive with the wind in his hair, 
and to take the kids down to 
Bunnings for a tub of screws.

Mitsubishi’s Lancer VRX is 
now best in class: a grippy 
little bugger (just 1355kg) with 
bucket front-seats, 18-inch 
alloy wheels and the kind of 
sporty, kitted-up look that 
says, “Ride me, urban cowboy.”

The VRX is Mitsubishi’s top-
of-the-range effort and comes 
with all the extras you’d want 
to stick on it anyway. The best 
one is the spoiler, which takes 
a big chunk out of your rear 
vision and provides that crucial 
0.05% extra down-force as you 
look for a parking spot on a 
Saturday morning. I love it.

The VRX is easy to drive: the 
fl ippable gearstick responds 
to even the most haphazard 
wrenching, while the engine 
gives out enough of a rumble 
at lower speeds to reduce 
fears of “overperformance”, 
and there are airbags just 
about everywhere. But…

Get the VRX out on your 
own and suddenly the terms 
“active suspension” and 
“traction control” take on a
lot more meaning. You could 
(if you wanted) throw it into 
corners with no adverse effect 
on the quality of the ride. And 
with good acceleration for a 

four-door sedan, the engine 
rumble soon gives way to a 
more satisfying roar. While the 
performance brakes are there 
if someone starts giving you 
that wagging little fi nger.

Surprisingly, with all the 
extra gear and attention 
to detail devoted to the 
exterior, inside seems 
a bit slap-dash. The 
electronic display 
might say “hello” and 
“goodbye”, but it’s 

surrounded by a rather dull 
dash, slabs of basic plastic 
everywhere and slightly 
shoddy-looking controls. It’s a 
shame, really, because some of 
them are quite cool, including 
the one-touch indicators,
rain-sensing wipers and a 
beautifully clear stereo system 
that you can jam up high and 
hope someone hasn’t left the 
Wiggles CD in by mistake.

The VRX aims to be both 
your fi rst and your second car, 
and makes a damn good stab 
at both. Which is why they’ll 
sell about a zillion of them 
without even trying.

Chrysler ecoVoyager 
Concept
In the race to go green, Chrysler has 
opted for the Plug-In Hybrid Electric 
route, and this elegant four-door 
shows they mean business. Wheel-in-

each-corner design makes parking a cinch, while 
Fuel Cell Range Extender technology reduces 
the risk of getting stranded between power 
sockets. Price: see your next leccy bill

What
The...

You can live the dream, and humdrum daily 
reality, in the MITSUBISHI LANCER VRX

Test
Drive

The Lancer VRX 
has a kitted-up look 
that says, “Ride me, 

urban cowboy.”

The
Specs

Engine: 2.0-litre,
four cylinder
Power: 113kW / 6000rpm
Acceleration: 0-100km/h 
in 9.5secs (manual)
Weight: 1335kg

Fuel: 8.2-litres per 100km
Little extras: Dusk-sensing headlights, 
rain-sensing wipers, rear spoiler, alloy 
sports pedals, ABS with brake assist, 
active stability and traction control 
Price: $28,990
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