
TEST DRIVE

The Volkswagen Passat CC is prestige 
marque in every facet, except price

STRAIGHT DRIVE
PEUGEOT 308CC CABRIOLET
Seventy-fi ve years after the Peugeot 
401 had Italians impressing women 
with the fi rst electric retractable roof, 
the 308CC is here for Aussie Romeos. 
The roof opens or closes in under 20 seconds and the boot is big, 
in case the date turns into a weekend away. About $50,000. 

TOYOTA PRIUS
The addition of solar panels to 
the hybrid trailblazer will be 
used to replace one of the evils 
in the climate-change debate, 
airconditioning, in setting an optimum temperature within 
the mung bean chariot. About $40,000. 

GREAT WALL SA220 AND V240
China’s Great Wall Motors has 
ditched its effeminate names 
for the Oz market and thrown 
some letters and numbers at us 
instead. The, ahem, Wingle becomes the SA220 (just under 
$20,000) while the Sailor is the V240 (about $24,000). 

WACKY RACERS
GM HY-WIRE
The mechanical workings are 
compacted into a 28cm-thick 
chassis at the bottom of the 
hydrogen-powered vehicle. You can change the upper body – 
a people mover becomes an open-top sports car for weekends 
when you dump the kids with your parents. No price yet.

XR3 HYBRID
Looking a bit like a vacuum cleaner 
attachment, the XR3 plug-in hybrid 
will stand out at the Macca’s drive-
through. The three-wheeled 
vehicle’s makers reckon the kit can be assembled by the 
customer at home. Expected to cost, at most, $31,000. 

THE SCOUT
Japanese engineers are working on 
getting the futuristic Scout hovering 
just over roads all over the world. By 
avoiding friction and drag associated 
with land-based movement, the vehicle’s designers anticipate 
speeds of up to 900km/h. It probably won’t be within budget. 

ON YA BIKE

BMW G450X
BMW has entered the grubby 
realm of dirt bikes. And is getting 
its new customers accustomed to 
the world of off-road tracks by 
running two-day courses for 
novices. Bike $12,500, course $895.

HONDA CB1000R
Looking like something that tracked 
down Mad Max, the CB1000R gives 
a smooth ride thanks to improved 
suspension. However, at seven litres 
per 100km chewed up, it is a little 
thirsty. Under $20,000. 

SUZUKI BOULEVARD C109RT
Suzuki’s classic styling is back and the 
powerful 1783cc engine remains, with 
the two-stage cam drive system that 
made the Boulevard a popular bike 
in its past fi ve incarnations. The braking 
system is better, too. About $18,000.

LAP OF LUXURY 
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W
hat does Volkswagen mean to you? And 
think carefully now, because the careers and 
happiness of many “brand consultants” 
and “image stylists” may depend on your 

answer. Hitler’s car, perhaps – the car of the people? Bit out 
of date, that one. How about a cute, Beetle image? Headlights 
that wink; Disney movies; Lindsay Lohan before the drinking 
and the no-underwear. Maybe so. But how about this: VW, 
prestige marque.

Yes, having done AHit and LiLo, VeeDub has gone 
upmarket, and not bad timing, either. The Passat CC emerges 
as the car industry and its consumers prepare to crawl into a 
cave and go to sleep until the whole horrible recession is over. 
If you sell a luxury car now, you are looking at graphs down 
27 per cent (Porsche) and 28 per cent (Mercedes); if you own 
one, it’s on eBay, with your boat and your trophy wife.

But Passat is the concept that makes Alpha’s GQ colleagues 
wince and adjust their designer beards: aff ordable luxury. And 
what a damn fi ne job they’ve made of it.

For your $54,990, 2.0-litre, front-wheel-drive TDI, you get a 
big, stylish and low-slung sedan, with a sweeping roof, cool 
frameless windows and 18-inch alloy wheels. Inside, VW have 
tried hard to put the comfort in “comfort coupe” with good 
Napa leather upholstery and quality materials everywhere. 

At the front, at least, the set-up screams, “cruise, baby”, with 
a relaxed feel to the controls, and plenty of space. In the rear, 

you’re fi ghting a little more for knee-room and some of the 
bigger potholes will readjust Nanna’s spine, especially on the 
sport setting. But who cares about them back there? As a 
driver, your only concern amid the quiet splendour, is keeping 
an eye on the speedo. On the freeway, the Passat CC comes into 
its own as an eff ortless drive, with good driver position and 
intuitive handling. In heavy traffi  c, it remains responsive and 
light on its feet for the size, with a reasonable turning circle.

For your money, you are naturally less than overwhelmed 
by gee-whizz technology, but there are nice touches, including 
the reversing camera and proximity sensors, heated seats (feels 
like wetting yourself, but without the social stigma) and, my 
favourite, the electronic parking brake, which after 10 minutes’ 
search, I realise is a small button on the far right of the dash.

The Passatt CC is a car with polished design, while what’s 
under the bonnet (the TDI will get you to 100km/h in 8.6sec, 
while the V6 will get you and your surprised parents-in-law up 
there in just 5.6sec) demands to be taken more seriously than 
LiLo ever did. It’s an all-round good job; a powerful, versatile 
sedan, with reasonable economy – between seven and eight 
litres per 100km – style, comfort, luxury. And within reach.

But can you do it? Can you bring yourself to claim the 
VW Passat CC as your recession-friendly Rolls? Your credit-
crunched Bentley? It’s either that or crawl into the cave with 
the rest of them. From $54,990 

– Ivan Smith 

BMW 320I EXECUTIVE
At the dull but honest end of BMWs, the 320i is 
more compact and cramped than the Passat CC, but 
is bolstered by good handling and that German 
engineering solidity. $54,500

MERCEDES-BENZ C200 KOMPRESSOR CLASSIC 
Several grand more than the Passat, but not bad for a Merc, 
with all the quality and prestige the marque implies. The 
C200 isn’t especially nimble, though, and may leave taller 
passengers in the back with pins and needles. From $57,090

ALTERNATIVES
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