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T
he marketing men are at it again. They’ve turned 
moisturiser into something for men and made pink 
the new black. And now they’ve done strange things 
to Aussie icons like the ute, 

so you just don’t know where you 
are any more.

The ute. Utility vehicle. Carriage of 
the people. For generations used as a 
tool, like a hammer or a wrench. The 
dog went in the back and looked after 
200kg of roofi ng tiles with his tongue 
out and rarely was any dog so happy. 
And now what?

Now, you can drive through a nice 
neighbourhood and see a “sports 
ute”, which has a ute’s shape, but is all 
covered with a nice tarp over the tray 
and has a metallic fi nish and clearly 
never done a proper day’s work in its 
life. It’s driven by someone who may 
still go to building sites, but wears 
a suit and doesn’t like all that dust 
mussing the metallic fi nish. Later, 
he’ll drive it to the deli and load it up 
with a range of cheeses. Ads for these 
utes tell you that as well as doing all 
the things old utes could do, it’s now 
a pleasure to drive, a real joy of power 
and acceleration.

Then I get behind the wheel and 
fi nd it’s all bloody true.

I’m troubled to admit that Holden’s 
SS V Ute is one of the best things I’ve 
clunked the door on in a year. It’s not 
as refi ned as some cars or as balanced 
as others, but boy has it got a 
personality. This ute has got a big 

Holden’s SS V ute: a brute 
or just a little too cute?

6.0-litre V8 engine and wants to use it, all the time. It’s like reining 
in a snorting stallion. If I do any more than breathe on the 
throttle I’m heading for the moon like an atomic green rocket.

It’s a great ride, too. Driving 
position is spot-on and Holden have 
loaded up on extras like dual-zone 
climate control, leather seats and that 
tradie essential, er, Bluetooth. Even 
without those deli cheeses, the back 
doesn’t bounce too much or skip 
out, and cornering under barely 
controlled pace is quite literally 
a blissful experience.

Holden would very much, if I 
would be so kind, like me to talk 
about their new fancy fuel-saving 
thingy, Active Fuel Management. On 
the display, I can see the technology 
working, cutting back to four 
cylinders from time to time and no 
doubt saving me valuable fuel and 
money. It’s a good thing; I like it. 
But is this the car to talk about fuel 
conservation? The image isn’t quite 
right. It’s like putting a wicker basket 
on the front of Armstrong’s bike: 
very handy and everything, but 
it’s not why he wins the Tour.

Frankly, I’m still confused. The ute 
is quality transport: a workhorse with 
a thrilling surge of power, that still 
acts like the show pony you can drive 
to church or use for a long 
comfortable cruise. But where am
I going to put the dog? Answer 
me that. From $44,990 

 – Ivan Smith 

STRAIGHT DRIVE
FIAT 500
Although a partnership with 
Microsoft was struck, Bill’s boffi ns 
have been kept away from under 
the Fiat 500’s bonnet and instead 
have concentrated on techy extras such as voice-recognition, 
Bluetooth connectivity and a USB connection. From $25,000

NISSAN 370Z
Nissan’s latest 370Z coupe 
hits Australian streets this 
summer. The front-wheel 
drive’s interior is a little on 
the functional side but the ride couldn’t be more comfortable 
if they made the chassis from a pair of slippers. About $65,000

KIA FORTE KOUP
The limelight at the New York 
International Motor Show was 
stolen by the turbocharged Kia 
Forte Koup, which will be released 
in fi ve-speed automatic and six-speed automatic versions, and 
with two- and 2.4-litre four-cylinder engines. $30,000 expected

WACKY RACERS
G-WIZ L-ION
The G-Wiz L-Ion looks as absurd 
as its maker’s naff name, but the 
electric car, which looks a bit like a 
roller skate on steroids, gets 120km 
per charge and hits a top speed 
of about 80km/h.

GREENBIRD
Electric cars may have green kudos, 
but the Greenbird is a wind-powered 
vehicle that recently hit a world 
record top speed of 202.9km/h on 
a fl at bit of desert in the US. And not 
a bowser or power socket in sight.

BMW X5 V8 SECURITY PLUS
We’ve all been pursued by gun-toting 
gangs, so BMW has come up with this 
from its X5 off-roader range. The V8 
Security Plus has bulletproof glass that 
can withstand a hail of bullets from AK-47s. No word yet if 
Australia is deemed dangerous enough to export them here.

ON YA BIKE

APRILIA RSV 4 FACTORY
Aprilia’s fi rst four-cylinder engine 
comes with an instrument panel 
that crunches the fi gures from 
all over the bike and makes 
adjustments for a smooth, fuel-
effi cient ride. More than $30,000

VESPA GTS 300
The stylish Italian manufacturer’s 
GTS 300 mixes sensible, city-friendly 
transport with a ride that gives enough 
zip to avoid inner-city hazards. And 
being a Vespa, it makes you look cool 
and urbane. Nearly $9000

BMW K 1300 S
BMW reckon their K 1300 S is the 
fastest bike they’ve ever built. The 
175-horsepower beast comes with 
stability control – not a bad idea 
considering the temptation to fl oor 
this bike. Starts at $25,000

BEAUTY OF 
THE BEAST
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TOUGH CHOICE
YOUR PICK OF AUSSIE ICON

FORD FALCON XR8 UTE
The Falcon is a big-engined beast that, as the 
new ads have it, is such a pleasure to go around 
in that you never want to get out. $42,000

 SPORTS   

TOYOTA HILUX
A big-selling 4WD ute, it’s less basic inside than 
it used to be, and offers plenty of muscle and 
power on a range of surfaces. $53,990 (SR5)

 OFF-ROAD 

SSANGYONG SPORTS DUAL CAB TRADIE
Low-priced Korean workaholic aimed at working 
blokes who don’t want frills, and powered by 
a 2.0-litre turbo diesel engine. $24,990

 STARTER 
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