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4747 Steve Redgrave
Was any sportsman ever so 

doggedly determined and uncaring of his own 
body’s pain as Redgrave? The Brit’s rowing 
career stretches across fi ve different Olympics, 
from LA to Sydney; he won gold at all of them. 
Redgrave allied his physical gifts to a training 
schedule that left others in the dust, and even 
when serious illness struck, the illness lost.

4242 Michael Johnson
When Usain Bolt fl ung himself over 

the 200m line in Beijing, he (just) broke one of 
the two great track world records then standing, 
both belonging to Johnson. For most of the 
1990s, the Texan bossed the 200m and 400m 
with his upright action, often covering the last 
75m at a trot. On the days he did give everything 
for the whole race, records were destroyed. 

5252Jackie Joyner-Kersee
Voted by Sports Illustrated as the 

best female athlete of the 20th century, 
Joyner-Kersee was an American heptathlete 
and long jumper who dominated the Seoul 
1988 and Barcelona ’92 Olympics. Miles ahead 
of her rivals, remarkably, she still holds the 
world record by a considerable margin, and 
is second all-time in long jump. 

5050 Zico
To many, Zico remains the 

archetypal Brazilian footballer. A samba 
package of fl air and skill, the “White Pele” was 
a fi rst-class dribbler and blinding fi nisher, 
scoring 52 goals in 72 internationals. But it’s his 
long-range scoring, especially his free-kicks, for 
which he’s best remembered, perplexing 
’keepers by bending the ball in mid-air. 

4646 David Campese
Some old dribblers still reckon 

Campo was a hoax because he coughed up 
some ball and missed a tackle or two. But 64 
tries in 101 Tests, plus a 1991 World Cup where 
his brilliance was the difference between 
victory and oblivion were just footnotes in 
a career full of dazzle. Some guys are method 
actors. Others enthral with pure improvisation.

4949Hicham El Guerrouj
At Athens in 2004, when El Guerrouj 

fi nally won the Olympic 1500m gold medal 
he richly deserved, the world celebrated with 
him. Four days later, he won 5000m gold. 
From the mid-1990s on, the popular Moroccan 
was the king of middle-distance events, and 
still holds world records for the 1500m, 
2000m and the mile. 

4545 Viv Richards
The “Master Blaster” is one of 

Wisden’s fi ve cricketers of the century, but hey, 
mon, forget what some crusty old book says. 
Let’s pump up da Marley and talk about da 
most gifted individual who ever lifted a bat. 
So brutal, such sweet timing, and all without 
a helmet. Richards was the man every woman 
wanted to wed and every kid wanted to be.

5151Herb Elliott
A meteor. Elliott’s middle-distance 

career had barely begun before it was over, but 
the Aussie had achieved everything he wanted. 
In 1958, he broke the mile’s four-minute barrier 
10 times, then slaughtered the fi eld at the ’60 
Olympics, winning the 1500m in world record 
time. Undefeated at both the mile and 1500m, 
and holding both world records, he gave it away.

4848 Wayne Gretzky
You could say this Canadian is the 

Pele of ice hockey, except that some people, 
including us, reckon Maradona was better 
than Pele, and no serious pundit would ever 
dare argue that Gretzky had an equal. Four 
Stanley Cups with the Edmonton Oilers and 
nine NHL MVPs are merely the key points of 
a resume as glittering as the ice he played on.

4343 Mark Spitz
Before Michael Phelps, the Yank 

with the very 1970s ’tache was unchallenged 
as the greatest swimmer. They said no one 
would ever beat his seven gold medals at 
the ’72 Munich Olympics, but then, in a world 
where we happily sit in front of the telly 
watching bogan losers do nothing in a house 
all day, who’s surprised at anything anymore? 

4444 Johan Cruyff 
The joy and pain of Dutch football 

for 40 years, Cruyff’s tactical nous and eccentric, 
sometimes arrogant methods have helped 
shape the way football is now. But what a 
player: not just fast and fi t (despite the endless 
cigarettes), but an on-pitch visionary of the 
1970s and possessor of a revolutionary bag of 
tricks. He is the greatest Barcelona legend.

5454 Joe Frazier
A tough, tough man, the dour personality of 

“Smokin’ Joe” contrasted poorly with rival Muhammad Ali’s 
crackerjack antics. But in the ring, Frazier was scarcely second 
best to anyone. Parodied as a plodding brawler, he was really 
a clever ducker and diver with a howitzer left hook. An 
Olympic gold medallist and heavyweight champ in a very 
strong era, his three epics with Ali immortalise him.

5353Juan Manuel Fangio
In motor sport, the name Fangio is 

code for genius. The little Argentine won fi ve F1 
world crowns in the 1950s at a rate of one race 
win in two, during an era where the danger was 
extreme and skill was far more important than 
cars and engines. He could master a circuit 
within a couple of laps, drive any vehicle to its 
edge and was peerless during his short career. 
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